
 

EGLWYS BACH COMMUNITY COUNCIL  -  MINUTES OF MEETING 04/01/2016 
 
PRESENT:  Councillors:    Ceri Leeder, Austin Roberts, Katherine Himsworth, Arthur Williams, Gwyn Williams,    
                                             John Lloyd Williams, Gwyn M Jones. 
 
1. WELCOME:   The  Chair, Ceri Leeder, welcomed all to the meeting and wished a Happy New Year to all. 
 

2. APOLOGIES:     Cllrs. Wendy Martin, Richard Newsham, Dawn Williams. 
 

   

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:    None. 
 

4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:    minutes of meeting 07/12/15 were found to be correct and signed. 
 
Cllrs. Gwyn M Jones and Arthur Williams joined the meeting. 
 
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:  
          

 Hen Efail Crossroads  -  Cllr. John Lloyd Williams to meet County Officer in the new year. 
 
 Dog roaming in cemetery  -  discussed and agreed for Cllr. John Lloyd Williams to look at the fence. 
 
 ’Outdoor Table Tennis’ Table  -  the confirmation received from Hall Committee was read which states that 

they have no objections to the arrangements as long as adequate insurance is in place. 
 
 Bryn Hir Path  -  Cllr. Katherine Himsworth met with County Officer to discuss the situation, but during the 

recent flooding the slate bridge demolished into the river, which meant closing the path.  A word of thanks 
was expressed to Cllr. Katherine Himsworth and Mr Steven Dolan for arranging to get the bridge 
removed from the river.  Cllr. Austin Roberts noted that he is in discussions with the County to restore the 
situation and he will update Councillors of the developments via the Clerk. 

 It was agreed for the Clerk to write to the County to thank them for all their work, to explain the importance 

of the path to the community and to request co-operation with decisions. 
 

 Concern was expressed for the safety of a tree on the far side of the bridge on Henblas side.  The Clerk to 
contact Bodnant Estate. 

 
 School transport to Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy  -  response was received from County explaining that when the 

bridge is closed at Llanrwst due to flooding, the bus with pick up the pupils as far as Dolgarrog and then turn 
around and travel along the A470 to Llanrwst, and back in the afternoon. 

 
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:      Cllr. Austin Roberts stated that he will not be voting on any planning matters in 

the future due to being a member of the County’s Planning Committee. 
   

 0/42336  -  Ty’n y Coed, Ffordd Bodnant Uchaf, Eglwys Bach LL28 5SG  -  proposed conversion of redundant 
outbuilding into 3 no. small dwellings. 

 

  The Community Council have no objections to the above application but wish to request that the 
planners do ensure that adequate nesting holes are available for swallows and other small birds and to 
ensure that this condition is kept. 

  
 

County’s Decision on Planning Applications:       None. 
   
7. SPECIFIC MATTERS TO DECIDE: 
 

 Village Shop/Post Office  -  a letter from the Shop owners were read stating that the shop will close on 
31/01/16, and the Post Office on 10/02/16.  Cllr. Ceri Leeder explained the requirement for a Post Office to be 
located within a retail building; the hope of establishing a visit from a mobile Post Office once a week and 
how the village of Waunfawr have dealt with a similar situation.  Also, as requested by the Post Office, the 
public meeting to be postponed until notice had been received from the departing Post Mistress.  Therefore, it 



 

was agreed to seek volunteers to be members of a Steering Group in order to explore possibilities further.  
Clerk to write a letter of thanks to the shop owners. 

 
 Precept Requirement 2016/17  -  financial documentation was received from Clerk and in this context, the 

following matters were discussed: 
 

   Clerk’s wages  -  (the Clerk left the room)  -  it was agreed to pay £150 a month from 01/04/16.   
   Any additional work on website to be recorded and paid separately. 
 

 Public Toilets Cleaner’s wages  -  a request for an increase was received.  It was agreed to seek the 
number of hours worked and to make further enquiries with the County. 

 
 Clerk’s computer  -  the Clerk noted that the computer which belongs to the Community Council has 

reached the end of its life and it’s impossible to work effectively on it.    Estimates for a new laptop were 
presented ranging from £299 to £399.  It was agreed for Cllr. Austin Roberts to make enquiries with the 
County for a cost effective laptop. 

 

  Bearing in mind the Internal Auditor’s advice that the reserves should be ‘adequate’ and not ‘excessive’, it 
was agreed for the precept to remain the same as last year, namely £6,525.00 

 
 Donation request  -  received from Ysgol Feithrin Eglwys Bach towards their insurance costs.   

                                    A donation of £50.00 was agreed. 
 

 Payments  -     Zurich Municipal  (Insurance 2016-17)  -  £523.15 
       Mrs Sue Hayward, Cleaning of Public Toilets  -  £98.00 
       Mrs Einir Jones – Clerk’s wages and costs for December  -  £150.99 
       H.M. Revenue & Customs (Tax on clerk’s wages for December)  -  £31.50 
       Mr Arfon Parry, Cradur.com  - one year ‘Webhosting’   -  £23.76 
                                

8. CORRESPONDENCE:  
 

 Precept payment 2015/16  -  £2,175.00 [ CCBC ];  

 Invitation to attend a “Welsh Gov Engagement Event on the Draft Local Gov Bill and Explanatory  
     Memorandum”  -  Venue Cymru, Llandudno 04/02/16  [ Welsh Gov ]  -  Cllrs. Ceri Leeder and  
     Katherine Himsworth to attend. 

 Notification of Bryn Hir Path closure [ CCBC ]; 

 Letter from Mr Stephen Dixon, Bodnant Estate – ‘Flood Alleviation in Village’. 
 

9. ANY OTHER MATTER:    
   

 Road matters  -  it was noted that the following needs attention: 
 

 Ffordd Eglwysbach – blocked drain between Bodnant and North Lodge; 
                                               drains in need of clearing between Ysgol Eglwysbach and Berllan Bach; 

Ffordd Tŷ Gwyn – hole in need of filling near Tŷ Gwyn; 
Ffordd Tŷ Gwyn to the bottom of Ffordd Llyn Syberi – holes in need of filling; 
Ffordd Penrhyd -  two drains blocked and causing water to raise in the middle of the road; 
Ffordd Cae Forys – a deep ditch from the bottom of the road to Bryndaionyn Chapel; 
Ffordd Pennant – in poor condition from Croesonen to Wern Bach and Wern Fawr to Pennant Hall; 

 A470 at Tal y Cafn  -  part of the sign blown off to the ground. 
 

Clwt Cottages bend  -  water collecting on the bend -  Clerk to contact Bodnant Estate as it was not an 
issue prior to the parking site being made. 
  

 Street lighting  -  not working by The Smithy and Heol Martin. 
 

 ‘Superfast Broadband’ feeder box at Graig  -  complaints received that it’s an eyesore. Clerk to contact B.T. 
  

10. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 01/02/2016 at 7:30 p.m. 


